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IŜƭƭƻ DŀǊŘŜƴ 9ƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘǎΥ 

!ǎ LƴŘƛŀƴ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ƘŀƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ L ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀ Cŀƭƭ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ  !ǇǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǇŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōƻǳƴǘƛŦǳƭ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ȅŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƛǇŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘǳŦŦƭŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ 

bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ōƻŀǎǘ ƻŦ ƎƛƎŀƴǘƛŎ ǘƻƳŀǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘ ƎǊŀǇŜǎ ƻǳǘŘƛŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  

¢ƘŜ Ψ!ǳǘǳƳƴ DƻƭŘΩ ǊŀǎǇōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ŦŜŘ Ƴȅ ŜǾŜǊ-ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ōƛǊŘǎΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΗ  {ǉǳƛǊπ

ǊŜƭǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǇƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭōŜǊǊȅ ǘǊŜŜǎ ōŀǊŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ 

Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ΣL Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘǿƻ aƻƴŀǊŎƘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƪǿŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ōǳǎȅ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿǘŀƛƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŀǎǘŜǊǎΦ  L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ Cŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǘǊŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ  Wǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΗ 

²ŜΩǊŜ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΦ  !ǘ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ муф ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΤ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 

ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƛŘƴŜȅ ǘƻ hƳŀƘŀΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

DŀǊŘŜƴ 9ǘŜǊƴŀƭΦ 

LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜ-ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  IŀǇǇȅ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ȅƛŜƭŘǎ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΦ  

YŜŜǇ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΗ 

wƻŘ wǳȊŀƴƛŎ 

CD/b tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
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If you love to write or have topic ideas, we would love to include article and explore your topic sugges-

tions in the newsletter.   If you have articles from other sourses, we need the sources approval to reprint 

the article.  We welcome your input.  The Editors   
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska is: to plant seeds of in-
terest in gardening, landscaping, flower shows, environmental issues, community 
beautification, charitable activities and to cultivate those seeds through spon-
sored schools, correspondence and sharing of knowledge for the good life of 

NeNebraska 
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CƛƴŘ ǳǎ ƻƴ 

ǿǿǿΦŦŜŘŜǊŀǘŜŘƎŀǊŘŜƴŎƭǳōǎƛƴŎΦŎƻƳ 
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Do I Need to Say Anything More! 

Epiphyllums are such incredibly beautiful, magnificent plants.  Everyone should own at least 

one, or maybe two or three!  Donôt you agree?   

                                                                                           

 

 

Epiphyllums remind me of the old fashioned Christmas Cactus my Grandmother Mary had; 

only these plants are on steroids!  The flowers can be as large as a dinner plate, thirteen inch-

es.  Incredible combinations of colors with some being iridescent like a kaleidoscope.  Youôre 

thinking there has to be a catch to the story.  They probably require expensive lighting equip-

ment, special soil, humidifiers and after all your work they will wither and die for no reason 

whatsoever.  Right?  Well hold onto your trowels. Epiphyllums, commonly known as Orchid 

Cactus, are relatively easy-to-grow succulents.   

Obtain an epiphyllum cutting or plant from on online store or nursery.  If you obtained a fresh 

cutting, store in a cool dark place for 10- 14 days until a calluses forms over the end of the 

stem.  Plant the ñlittle darlingò in one part perlite (1/8 ï 1/2 size diameter), three parts soil and 

1-2 tablespoons orchid bark.  Keep the soil damp but never wet.  Use a plastic pot with a 

drainage hole in the bottom.  Plastic retains moisture where clay allows moisture to evaporate 

because the porous nature of clay.  Mine are set outside hanging in the shade of the porch.  

They receive water in the morning which is allowed to drain from the pot.  You need to water 

more often if temperatures are high enough to dry the soil.  Your watering schedule may be 

different from mine.  It all depends on how drying the winds are and the temperature.  Feed 

1/3 ï 1/2 strength of a balanced fertilizer (10-10-10) during the winter months but from May 

to late August use a 2-10-10 formula.  These numbers indicate the amount of nitrogen-

phosphorous-potassium in the fertilizer.  Guard against temperatures below forty degrees 

Fahrenheit.  Like Orchids, they will not withstand the cold.  They like a cozy warm house so 

bring them inside for the winter.   

Steve Reedy, an epiphyllum grower and photographer, informed me that I shouldnôt be dis-

couraged if my plants are not blooming.  It may take several years after planting and when the 

plant has grown into the size of the pot.  They like to be ñcrowded.ò  
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By the way, you really need 

one or two or three of these 

delightful plants!  

Thank you Steve Reedy for  

the wonderful pictures! 

 

Submitted by Donna Rouch 
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Being ñfederatedò means being part of a united group of entities, such as states, re-

gions, and national organizations that maintain a degree of independence while 

working under commonly shared missions and interests.  In our ñgarden club 

world: States and Regions are components of a federation called National Garden 

Clubs, Inc.  All are 501(c)3 not-for-profit organizations with their own officers and 

bylaws.  Under Internal Revenue Servce (IRS) guidelines, 501(c)3 organizations 

enjoy certain tax benefits: they do not pay federal or state income taxes and dona-

tions to 501(c)3 organizations are tax deductible to the individual donors.   

However, in order to maintain the 501(c)3 status, such organizations must comply 

with a number of IRS regulations as to its operations, including the filing of annual 

information returns with the IRS and ensuring that its operations continue to be for 

the charitable purposes outlined in its bylaws initially filed with the IRS in its ap-

plication for this special status.  Community Foundations and related entities, the 

The Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraka, Inc. (FGCN), Rocky Mountain Region, 

Inc. (RMR), and National Garden Clubs a (NGC) are all examples of public chari-

tites which emjoy the benefits and obligations of being tax-exempt entities under 

IRS 501(c)3 regulations. 

As noted above, one of the requirements of a 501(c)3 organization is to ensure itsôs 

operations are for the charitable purposes outlined in its bylaws.  When foundations 

and related organizations have grant programs to support it mission and purposes, 

it must ensure that such grants strictly adhere to charitable purposes. Otherwise the 

organizationôs tax-exempt status could be revoked.  Accordingly, almost all Foun-

dations and other 501(c)3 orgainization have adopted policies which provide that 

their grant programs will only be made to organiztions which are 501(c)3 organiza-

tions.  This policy ensures the grantor organization that the grant will not jeopard-

ize its tax-exempt status.  Accordinly,  if a local garden club is not a member of 

FGCN and does not hold its own 501(c)3 not-for-profit status, it is not eligible to 

obtain a grant from an organization such as  Community Foundations that has a 

501(c)3) status.   

Why be Federated?  
Submitted by Jim and Donna Rouch 
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Community Foundation Grants: There are over 2,180 foundations in Nebraska, 

with the Nebraska Community Foundation serving as a network of over 2000 fund 

leaders throughout the state.  Community grant foundations are grant-making pub-

lic charities that support local nonprofits and improve the lives of people in a de-

fined geographic area. When applying for a grant from community grant founda-

tions, the club must be a 501(c)3 or a member of a 501(c)3 like FGCN.  If the club 

is not a member, it cannot legally receive such a grant without jeapordizing the 

grantorôs 501(c)3 tax-exempt status.  Most grantorôs will not run that risk.  

An Eastern District example of this scenario took place several years ago. 

Plattsmouth Garden Club (PGC) applied to the Plattsmouth Community Founda-

tion for a grant to help replace the damaged Blue Star memorial on Webster Blvd.  

Under its governing documents, Plattsmouth Community Foundation would only 

make such a grant to a 501(c)3 organization.  Accordingly, it was initially believed 

that PGC was not eligible since it was not a 501(c)3 organization.  However, a 

grant request to the Plattsmouth Community Foundation was made by FGCN 

(PGC member Donna Rouch was FGCN president at the time) for the PGC Blue 

Star Memorial project.  The fact that FGCN was a 501(c)3 organization satisfied 

Plattsmouth Community Foundation officials and the grant was made.  There have 

been similar grants provided to PGC by PCF since that time, all relying on the 501

(c)3 status of FGCN to be eligible for the grants. 

Other Grant Opportunities:  Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska, Inc. and the 

National Garden Club, Inc. are 501(c)(3) organizations which have programs for 

grants and support to local clubs and club projects.  Examples:  

FGCN Grants: 

Annual Scholarships, $1000. 

Annual Community Civic Development Awards, $350.  

NGC Grants:  

National Disaster Grants, up to $5,000. 

Plant America Community Grant, up to $2,000. 

Ames Tools Grants, $250 in tools 

Espoma Grants, $250. 

Operation Wildflower Grants, up to $500.  

Scholarships, $4,500. 

 



 т 

 

Youth Pollinator Garden Grant, up to $200. 

Youth Work Awards, $100. 

Youth Smokey Bear & Woodsey Owl Poster Contest 

Nebraska clubs have had success in applying for grants under these programs.  For 

example, Ogallala Garden Club has applied and received FGCN Scholarships of  

$1,000 for each of two Keith County students and a student from Lincoln also re-

ceived a  $1000 FGCN scholarship.  In addition, one of Keith County FGCN 

scholarship winners also received a $3,800 Scholarship from National Garden 

Clubs (NGC).  Garden Club of Garden County received an NGC Plant America 

Grant of several hundred dollars to beautify an intersection in downtown Oshkosh, 

NE. 

Personal Growth: FGCN and NGC schools offer continuing educatio opportuni-

ties through webinars, YouTube videos, home study units, programs, and projects. 

After completing each school, NGC Schools provide consultant certificates in en-

vironmental, landscape design, gardening, and flower shows. NGC schools are of-

fered in " in-person,ò Zoom, or hybrid formats. 

Recognition: Many member clubs receive recognition for jobs well done through 

FGCN and National Awards, such as Member Award of Honor, Award of Excel-

lence for Regions and States, Presidential Citations, and Local, State, and Regional 

awards. Some awards include certificates of merit, including monetary awards. 

Community Service: Garden club members are active, concerned citizens in-

volved in their communities as caretakers, gardeners, and responsible stewards 

who conserve, preserve, and protect our air, water, forest, land, and wildlife.  They 

are a force for good! 

Botanical Center Admissions: Many wonderful botanical gardens and arboretums 

throughout the USA will provide free or discounted admission to visitors from 

states affiliated with them.  Be sure to ask if FGCN or NGC qualifies.    

Value for Your Membership:  Compare the value of items offered, such as schol-

arships and others listed above, from the FGCN and NGC.   Local clubs benefit 

from joining the Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska, Inc.  Add monies that a club 

may have the opportunity to receive and compare them to the cost of membership. 

The members should be impressed.  Remember, to receive FGCN grants, you must 

be a member of FGCN and Submit Applications for them!. Federated Garden 

Clubs of Nebraska, Inc. is here to help you if you need assistance with the process.   
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!ǳƎǳǎǘ уΣ нлнр 

bŜǿ .ƭǳŜ {ǘŀǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 

! .ƭǳŜ {ǘŀǊ .ȅ-²ŀȅ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ hƳŀƘŀ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 

ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 

tŀǊƪ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ ²ŀǊǎ tƻǎǘ нтлпΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōƻǳƭπ

ŘŜǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ hƳŀƘŀ tȅǊŀπ

ƳƛŘ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŶŎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǝŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ !ƊŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ .ƭǳŜ {ǘŀǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ hƳŀƘŀ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tŀǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴπ

ŜǊ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ 

Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнпΣ ǘǿƻ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƭŜǧŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tŀǊƪ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǝƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ нл 

ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ 

ƳƻǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ оллл ǇƻǳƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ 5Ŝƪƻǘŀ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ол ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ tȅǊŀƳƛŘ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ 

ƻŶŎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ  ƛƴ hƳŀƘ ǘƻ {Ŏƻǧ /ŀǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ DǊŜǘƴŀΣ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΦ  CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƅŀǘōŜŘ 

ǘǊǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƪƭƛƊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ 
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